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“Keep Abbeville Beautiful” spotlights Brookshire Farm tree
preservation efforts
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Anne and Ben Blanchet in front of farmhouse with
dog, Buddy.
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Rooflines lowered to mere inches below
draping tree limbs, a network of boardwalks
built to keep equipment off fragile roots,
and multiple trips back to the drawing board
for the least-damaging foundation are just a
few of the steps taken by Ben and Anne
Blanchet to preserve Brookshire Farm's
historical live oak trees during their
extensive farmhouse renovation.

In keeping with National Arbor Day on April
30, K.AB. is highlighting tree preservation
and Brookshire Farm for its remarkable
efforts. Though tree planting is the
traditional means of celebrating Arbor Day,
spring in south Louisiana is not the most
favorable time to plant new trees. That's
why tree planting celebrations here are
usually reserved for Louisiana Arbor Day,
the third Friday in January.

Located off La. Hwy. 696 in the Meaux
community, the 328 acre Brookshire Farm
is owned and operated by Ben and Anne
Blanchet. The area, originally known as
Harrington Isle, is a true savannah, that is,
a transition between prairie and woods.
Here they raise and market grass- finished,
dry-aged beef and meat goats in open

pastures without grain supplements or additives of any kind.

The Blanchets are the sixth continuous generation to live on the land since it was acquired by
the Harringtons in 1795, and in the farmhouse, which was built in 1847 by Joseph Harrington.
When the farmhouse was around 100 years old, in the 1940s, the original five room structure
was enlarged by Ben’s grandfather, C.H. Brookshire. Fifty years later, the house was again
renovated when Anne and Ben moved in, and is currently undergoing substantial additions
scheduled for completion by Christmas of this year.



